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Aaron Dickie
Job Center Specialist, Vermont Department of Labor
Bennington, VT

Career Accomplishment:

Working for the Department of Labor has provided me many opportunities to 

accomplish impactful and exciting moments. From putting on Career Fairs to 

creating new educational opportunities directly correlated to local labor market 

needs, there is always something happening in our office. For me though, nothing 

beats connecting a qualified job seeker with a local employer. Whether it is assisting 

a high-school student secure their first job, or a retiree realizing they miss the 

workforce and still have much to contribute, there is no greater feeling than 

connecting them to a local employer.

Community Accomplishment:

One of my favorite community activities is our local Emerging Leaders program. This 

is a collaboration between the Community College of Vermont, Vermont Department 

of Labor, MAUHS and Burr and Burton Academy. Emerging Leaders is a year-long 

program where students explore connections between careers and post-secondary 

education. For me, the best parts are watching students explore career interests, 

meet community professionals and ultimately secure a 40-hour internship in a field 

of their choice. It is also a great opportunity to explain to students all of the exciting 

careers that exist right here in our state.

What is SoVermont to you?

SoVermont is home. SoVermont is hanging out all 

summer by a lake with the kids and mumbling under 

your breath shoveling the driveway in the winter. 

Southern Vermont is a great place to raise a family, 

play an active role in the community and most 

importantly, catch a lot of fish!

Special Thanks:

Over the course of my career I have had many 

supervisors and coworkers who have provided 

coaching and guidance that taught me the right way 

to work in this field (Thanks Pam, Chris, Lori, Brian 

and Wendy). However, nothing would be possible 

without having two parents who displayed work 

ethic and stressed the importance of education. It 

doesn't hurt having a supportive wife that's puts up 

with me as well!



Ain Thompson
Director of Development and Outreach, Out in the Open
Brattleboro, VT

Career Accomplishment:

I feel fortunate to have spent my career as a young professional in Southern Vermont working with some of the 

wonderful nonprofit organizations that serve our community. From a position at the Brattleboro Food Co-op, to 

supporting the domestic violence advocacy of the Women's Freedom Center, to now working to build 

community, visibility, knowledge and power for rural LGBTQ folks (a mission that is close to my heart!) at Out 

in the Open, I have had the opportunity to amplify and help fund some nourishing, collectively enriching, 

lifesaving work. What has been most important to me throughout my career is working with our communities 

for our communities. As a nonprofit development professional, I’ve learned that philanthropy is not about 

wealthy people giving away money to help needy people. It’s about mutual sharing. It’s about understanding 

our connectedness- as human beings and as a community. Some people have access to monetary wealth. 

Some people have art, music, vegetables. Some people share kindness. Our community members who are 

making financial donations are also the same folks that have received assistance. We are not separate. I am 

proud to be stewarding donations to fund the empowerment of our communities-- on their own terms. Living 

and working in Southern Vermont has given me so many opportunities to see this in action!

Community Accomplishment:

My community is my work. Whether bonding over a love of fresh spinach with a local farmer, or thanking 

someone who donated funds for the 24/7 domestic and sexual violence hotline in our county, to celebrating 

queer joy and resilience at an LGBTQ family potluck, I’ve had the opportunity to connect with and serve our 

community in all facets of my life in Southern Vermont so far. As a queer and trans person, I feel especially 

honored to be able to make a living supporting our rural LGBTQ communities. After attending the Out in the 

Open Summit for Rural & Small-Town LGBTQ folks in 2017 (a unique national event, held in the Brattleboro, 

VT area each year), I knew that I had found my community and my home. I’m proud to now be working to 

continue that tradition-- creating spaces for folks (young and otherwise!) to find themselves, share with each 

other, and fund our communities together. 

What is SoVermont to you?

As I write this from my front porch in July, there aren’t enough words for all the shades of green I can see. 

Living in Southern Vermont is natural splendor mixed with engaging with folks living passionate lives. My 

town of Brattleboro contains a thriving community of multi-colored houses full of folks who are engaged in 

environmental activism, recovering from addictions, creating art, debating about politics, practicing self-

care, growing food, and more. Southern Vermont life means meeting people who can fix it themselves, who 

care about artisan soaps, bee-keeping, and social justice. It’s community Scrabble games at the local 

library, it’s nothing being open after 9pm, it’s never being more than 15 minutes from a hiking trail or a 

stream where you can swim. Vermont also has a long history of white supremacist culture-- along with the 

rest of New England and the country. Though many folks here are engaged in anti-racist work, we still have 

a lot to do to dismantle this system and build our community as a welcoming haven where everyone can 
celebrate their quirky passions in harmony. 

Special Thanks:

HB Lozito, the Executive Director of Out in the Open (and 2019 Emerging Leader!) has been an inspiration 

to me for years. Their work skillfully building and leading an organization that centers the voices, 

experiences and needs of rural LGBTQ folks with intersecting identities is one of the reasons I even live in 

Southern Vermont today! Now that I work with Out in the Open, HB provides consistent guidance, support, 

and motivation for me with their honest and open communication, commitment to social justice, 
insightfulness and humor. 



Alex Figueroa
Blueprint Care Coordinator & CAG Project Supervisor, Southwestern Vermont Health 
Care
Bennington, VT

Career Accomplishment:

This is a tough question. I am just proud to be recognized for my hard work, passion 

and love for the community I serve. Overall, just being able to consistently give back 

and help make a difference. 

Community Accomplishment:

I wouldn’t call this an accomplishment, more so a privilege. In a community like ours, 

there are many opportunities for community involvement and volunteerism. Being 

able to serve on several committee groups and having the luxury of sitting as a 

board member for multiple Nonprofit Organizations is truly an honor. 

What is SoVermont to you?

Southern Vermont to me (specifically Bennington County) is the place for wonderful 

small businesses, Art & History, Apple Cider donuts, fall foliage, ski resorts, and 

Maple Syrup. 

Special Thanks:

I would like to give thanks to Mike Nigro, Kristi Cross, Jim 

Trimarchi, Matt Harrington, and my dear friend Pastor Jake 

Stone. It wasn’t until I moved to Southern Vermont where I 

was provided true coaching and mentorship. Because of 

you- these last three years I have seen growth personally 

and professionally. I can confidently say without your 

guidance I wouldn’t be in the position I am today. When 

people ask me “Why Vermont?” The answer is simple. As 

a young leader, you have a multitude of opportunities in 

get involved and make a difference in the community, and 

with that you have strong leaders that are willing to take 

the time to invest in young professionals like myself. This 

is one reason why Southern Vermont is great and why I 

love Bennington County. Lastly, most importantly I need to 

give thanks to my wife Rebecca. Thank you for allowing 

me to live out my dream and serve in a community in 

which we love and letting me sacrifice time away from you 

and our beautiful baby girl. You both inspire me every day 

to always keep working hard, continue to love on people, 

and overall be my best self. No words can describe how 

grateful and blessed I am to have you by my side. Thank 

you!



Alyssa Pelow
HR Consultant, Adaptiva HR
Brattleboro, VT

Career Accomplishment:

In my role as an HR Consultant, I get to work with several businesses and their 

employees in Southern Vermont. I'm grateful to be a resource for so many people 

who need all kinds of help and support.

Community Accomplishment:

Giving back to a community that has given me so much. I'm lucky to have 

volunteered my time for Brattleboro Area Mutual Aid, Seed2Tray Food Service, 

Brattleboro Area HR Network and the Brattleboro Elks Club. Community 

involvement continues to transform my life here.

What is SoVermont to you?

A confluence of creativity, 

inspiration, and grassroots 

communities all with a backdrop of 

natural surroundings and resources 

that can't be beat.

Special Thanks:

Jennifer Jacobs, Karen Blumberg, 

Robin White, Angela Earle Gray and 

Chris Parker - I can't thank you 

enough. "There is a purpose for 

everyone you meet" 



Alyssa Todd 
Program Associate, National Children's Alliance
Brattleboro, VT

Career Accomplishment:

I helped develop our local Child Advocacy Center from a small organization serving 

around 50 children a year to a large, multi-disciplinary team connected to various 

other community agencies and organizations, and that now serves over 150 children 

and adult survivors of sexual violence each year. 

Community Accomplishment:

I am proud of the time I served as an elected representative for Brattleboro's town 

meeting! Although last year I had to step down due to a conflict with the date, for 

three years I was a town meeting rep. The first two years I was one of only a handful 

of town reps who would meet our definition of "young professional" and I am proud 

to have brought a voice of a young professional to the table as we discussed the 

town budget, and the direction we wanted Brattleboro to move in. In my last year as 

a rep, I saw a dramatic increase in the number of younger people in the day-long, 

meeting, and I am proud to have been part of that emerging trend towards young 

people engaging in town politics.

What is SoVermont to you?

SoVermont is a community with 

something for everyone. I am constantly 

surprised by the new places I discover 

or learn about, even after living here for 

almost 8 years! 

Special Thanks:

Special thanks to Becky Spaulding for 

reminding me early on that a job didn't 

have to be forever,  and Tracy Shriver 

for teaching me to have fun but take no 

shit.  I am also forever grateful to Tony 

Bruno, who believed in me when I didn't 

believe in myself. 



Amanda McCullock
Massage Therapist, Flatter Me Hair Salon & Self
East Dummerston, VT

Career Accomplishment:

I have completed additional training in Hot Stones Massage, Cranial Sacral Therapy, 

Reiki I and am looking forward to finishing my Life Coaching Certification shortly. 

Community Accomplishment:

A fundraiser called Glove, Sweat & Cheers - An Annual Softball Tournament to 

Benefit the Women's Freedom Center for domestic violence.

What is SoVermont to you?

It has been a way to network, get to know other like-minded community members 

and having a voice in issues that can affect our community.

Special Thanks:

My family and close friends have been the greatest support! 



Austin Bevin 
Receptionist, Brunswick Dental Associates 
North Bennington, VT

Career Accomplishment:

I'm most proud of working with other businesses and business owners to engage the 

community in downtown.

Community Accomplishment:

I'm most proud of the community's ability to work together. In a world where many 

are selfish, there is so much love in small communities. People go out of their way to 

help one another and provide support to one another. 

What is SoVermont to you?

SoVermont is walking down Main Street, popping into different places to converse 

with owners. Knowing the people behind the businesses you support and growing 

together as a community. 

Special Thanks:

A huge thank you to Nancy Koziol who really helped me find my voice and my 

passions in the last year. 



Charles Soucy
Cellars Manager & Sustainability Coordinator, Hermit Thrush Brewery
Brattleboro, VT

Career Accomplishment:

I am most proud of my work helping Hermit Thrush Brewery achieve membership in 

Vermont's Green Business Program.

Community Accomplishment:

I am most proud of my efforts helping to build and maintain community vegetable 

gardens for Hermit Thrush Brewery staff and family.

What is SoVermont to you?

SoVermont is my home and community.

Special Thanks:

I would like to say "Thank you" to Christophe Gagne and Avery Schwenk, co-owners 

of Hermit Thrush Brewery, for giving an opportunity and a platform to do good works. 

A very special "Thank you" goes to my wife, Erin Rodgers, and two children, Alice 

and Simon, for their unending love and support. 



Christine Abdelnour
Agency Owner, Allstate: The Recker Agency
Westmoreland, NH

Career Accomplishment:

I am most proud of purchasing my business at twenty-two years of age and 

successfully growing it over the last few years. I love my team and I couldn't be 

happier to serve the Southern Vermont region alongside them.

Community Accomplishment:

I am really proud to have been able to provide turkeys for the Brattleboro Foster 

Parents Association Christmas Party the last two years. This past year I was able to 

attend the dinner and meet some of the kids and families. It was such a great 

experience; I look forward to attending in future years.

What is SoVermont to you?

Southern Vermont to me is the truest 

meaning of community, everyone is 

willing to lift each other up and help 

each other thrive. I am blessed to be 

able to call this place my home and I 

hope to continue watching Southern 

Vermont flourish for years to come!

Special Thanks:

I am grateful to have an incredible 

support system of family and friends. I 

am especially thankful to my agency 

team for all of their hard work, and most 

importantly I am thankful for Barbara 

Wallace. Many people know her as Barb 

from Allstate, but she is my mentor, role 

model, confidant and one of my very 

best friends. I wish I could express how 

thankful I am that she hired me years 

ago! 



Christopher Lukasik
Victim Advocate, Windham County State's Attorney's Office
Brattleboro, VT

Career Accomplishment:

I work a lot of different cases in Windham County, some 

that are super sensitive, so I'm not going to go into detail, 

but whenever I can help a victim of crime give their Victim 

Impact Statement and feel somewhat connected to the 

criminal court process, it gives me a sense of pride in 

what I do. 

Community Accomplishment:

I developed a crime victim resource guide for Windham 

County which brings together all the different resources 

(health, justice-related, basic needs, advocacy 

organizations, etc) that I can send with my introductory 

packet that crime victims get after a case has been filed in 

Court. As part of this process I connected with a lot of 

different organizations and got to talk about what the 

Victim Advocates in Windham County do. I've been able 

to find ways to complement the work that Advocates do 

with the work our community organizations do, which is 

awesome because it makes me feel more professionally 

connected with the community, but also provides a better 

ground for victims of crime to find the proper resources 

they may need. 

What is SoVermont to you?

Southern Vermont is an area of inclusion and potential. We have a lot of good energy coming 

from a lot of different areas: students and young people have a big voice here, social equality 

organizations frequently organize and hold informational protests here, and the majority of 

people are willing to sit down and have a conversation about how to push our community to be 

better. I also like how we are physically not far from a lot of good destinations in the Northeast 

area: Montreal, Burlington, Boston, Portland, New York City, Syracuse, Toronto, etc etc. 

Traveling and exploring cities is something that I love to do, so being able to drive a few hours 

or get on a train and be somewhere exciting is very important to me. 

Special Thanks:

I am a Life Member of Tau Beta Sigma, a gender inclusive national band sorority. I got involved 

when I was in college. It has provided (and still provides) me leadership development and a lot 

of supportive mentors that I can easily talk to. I definitely attribute a lot of who I am today to 

what I have learned from Tau Beta Sigma. I'd like to thank my boss, Tracy Shriver. Tracy has 

provided a lot of support in projects and different ideas that I want to try to implement as part of 

my work. She has been an incredibly valuable mentor for me. I am very thankful to be part of a 

team that cares deeply about our community. Finally, I'd like to thank my parents for their 

unwavering support for everything I do, in my professional and personal life. 



Danielle Lacroix
Gardener, Green Mountain Gardening
Dummerston, VT

Career Accomplishment:

As a former business manager of a quick lube facility I actively sought to hire 

females to encourage a more diverse work environment and encouraged young 

women to pursue careers in a traditionally male dominated industry.

Community Accomplishment:

I was featured in an industry magazine, National Oil & Lube News, for my 

efforts to bring women into the automotive industry locally.

What is SoVermont to you?

Home

Special Thanks:

Amy Mattinat from Auto 

Craftsmen in Montpelier, VT 



Elizah Temple 
Nursing Supervisor, Grace Cottage Family Health
Putney, VT

Career Accomplishment:

Obtaining my RN license and becoming a strong patient advocate.

Community Accomplishment:

Being part of a hospital team that provides excellent care to a rural community.

What is SoVermont to you?

Southern VT is home to me, I was born and raised here.

Special Thanks:

Elaine Swift, Practice Office Director for challenging me, believing in me, and 

encouraging me.



Eva Westheimer 
Programs and Volunteer Coordinator, Out in the Open 
East Dummerston, VT

Career Accomplishment:

Supporting the start up of the Rural QTBIPOC/LGBTQ+ Mutual Aid Fund 

Community Accomplishment:

Supporting the start up of the Rural QTBIPOC/LGBTQ+ Mutual Aid Fund 

What is SoVermont to you?

Community, home, mountains, rivers. Place of connection and building towards a 

more liberated future. Place where we have a lot of growing to do as a 

community in dismantling white supremacy and confronting racism within our 

community. 

Special Thanks:

Thank you to the Movement leaders, mentors, and creators. Thank you to the 

Black trans women, Black organizers, and QTBIPOC community members that 

made it possible to fight for queer liberation. 



Hannah Cofiell
Owner & Baker, Butter Mountain Bakery
Woodford, VT

Career Accomplishment:

Always following my passion and building a business that allows me to do what I 

love while, to live where I love and to do it on my own terms. 

Community Accomplishment:

Winning the "Make It on Main" business competition last year and being given the 

opportunity to expand from farmer's markets to a brick & mortar location by building 

a following from scratch.

What is SoVermont to you?

Community, Serenity, Adventure

Special Thanks:

My husband, Brennan Cofiell, and 

son, Huxley, my parents Patricia & 

Stephen Small first and foremost. 

Janet Boyd of Boyd Family Farm, 

Renee Galle of Cask & Kiln 

Kitchen, and Christian and Jen 

Engel of Ratu's and so many 

others right here in our community 

who have seen my potential and 

given me the support to pursue my 

passion.



Henry Rosario
Program Manager, Tuck School of Business at Dartmouth and 
Co-Founder and CEO, Outpatch
Brattleboro, VT

Career Accomplishment:

Taking the plunge to start my own company, Outpatch - a low profit LLC aiming to 

set up direct funding sources for local charities and non-profits. We're set to launch 

in August :). 

Community Accomplishment:

A continued investment in our local food economy.

What is SoVermont to you?

A community where people live 

their values.

Special Thanks:

Special thanks to all the people in 

SoVT and beyond that are quietly 

and without fanfare doing the 

work to make this world a better 

one. 



Jared Newell
Geospatial Data Analyst, CDM Smith and 
Board Member/Secretary, Bennington Area Trail System
Old Bennington, VT

Career Accomplishment:

Being a founding member of Bennington Area Trail System and helping to 

spearhead a community lead public trail system for locals and visitors alike.

Community Accomplishment:

I grew up an hour south of here in a town that's 1/10th the size of Bennington. I 

know how difficult it can be for young people to feel connected and vested in a rural 

community. I'm most proud of bringing together like-minded community members 

(natives and transplants) to strengthen, solidify, and expand a public trail system. 

Not only is BATS an amazing recreational asset to our region, it's also an accessible 

group for citizens to volunteer with and get to know folks in the community. 

What is SoVermont to you?

The perfect place to raise my 

family, have a work life 

balance, and be close to the 

outdoors.

Special Thanks:

Donald Campbell, Brad 

DeBoer, Peter Geannelis, 

and Donny Wassick. These 

guys know how to build and 

foster a great community. 

Thank you!



Jay DeGregorio
Senior Environmental Educator, The Nature Museum
Brattleboro, VT

Career Accomplishment:

Contributing to the mission and success of a dedicated environmental education 

non-profit.

Community Accomplishment:

Creating opportunities for local youth, families, and adults to access and engage in 

environmental education. 

What is SoVermont to you?

Southern Vermont is a special place that values the well-being of people, the land, 

and community like nowhere I've lived before. It's a place that I'm proud to call my 

home.

Special Thanks:

A special thanks to Becky DeGregorio (mother), Mike DeGregorio (father), Emmy 

DeGregorio (grandmother), and Joe DeGregorio (grandfather) who have always 

encouraged me to do what I love and to serve others. A special thanks to the 

countless past and present mentors and colleagues from Fern Hollow Nature 

Center, Sewickley, PA; McKeever Environmental Learning Center, Sandy Lake, PA; 

The Wild Center, Tupper Lake, NY; Antioch University New England, Keene, NH, 

and The Vermont Institute of Natural Science, Quechee, VT, and The Nature 

Museum, Grafton, VT.



Jedediah Popp
Case Manager, Health Care and Rehabilitation Services
Brattleboro, VT

Career Accomplishment:

My career and my current efforts have developed from my lived experience with addiction. For 

those that have had life experiences or have been impacted by addiction, know it is a great 

accomplishment on its own to overcome it and continue to nourish it. However, gaining my 

Addiction Apprenticeship Professional certification and continuing to be a voice of advocacy for 

those who live with, or are impacted by addiction, are accomplishments I hold close to my 

heart. 

Community Accomplishment:

Bringing people together on community and professional levels is what comes to my mind 

when I think about taking pride in a community accomplishment. Being able to organize, 

educate and create an understanding around addiction through events such as our annual Run 

for Recovery 5K & A Beautiful Journey storytelling series, has been such an honor for me. As 

well as providing opportunities to bring community members together, these events also 

provide a safe space for those living with substance use disorder to share pieces of their 

journey which validates their experiences in empowers them. These events are bridges that 

connect the essential building blocks to building a stronger & more embracing community. 

What is SoVermont to you?

A place where we can lead the way in creating new 

models & setting new examples for other 

communities to follow by.

Special Thanks:

Suzie W. & my first Recovery Coach Elmer, from the 

Turning Point of Windham County. My supervisors & 

colleagues at HCRS: Knowles W., Judith D-N., Kate 

L., Lisa L., Chad S. & Rosie N-A. ALL my colleagues 

from the peer community, who I only not mention 

because of anonymity. Chief Fitzgerald, Mark C. & 

Adam P. from BPD. My friends and collaborative 

partners: Brian C., Norman D., Josh D., Emma S., 

Cassandra H., Kurt W., Geoff K., Beck B., Sue C., 

Sue G., Susan H., Rhianna K., Karli S. Bill W. & 

Emily M-R. I learn from you all each and everyday. I 

appreciate every piece of knowledge you pass on to 

me. Some of its intentional and some of its not, but 

I’m grateful for all of it! I’d also like to send special 

thanks to Emma Stewart for nominating me for this 

award. I have much gratitude for your sincere 

kindness, level of empathy and love & effort put into 

what you do.



Jenifer Prouty Hoffman
Principal Broker & Owner, Hoffman Real Estate
North Bennington, VT

Career Accomplishment:

Opening my own brokerage firm during a pandemic! Also, being elected 2020 

President of the South Central Vermont Board of Realtors (SCVBR), which has 

further developed my leadership skills and relationships.

Community Accomplishment:

I stepped up to serve on my local school boards when I was still in college... winning 

that election and serving for 3 years set me on a path to be involved in my 

community and give back in ways that are not always visible or appreciated, but I 

know their intrinsic value and importance. It's that same spirit that I bring to helping 

first time buyers realize the dream of home ownership... sometimes it's a long road, 

but it is always worth the journey!

What is SoVermont to you?

SoVermont is more than a geographic location... it's 

a culture that is rich with history, arts and recreation, 

a celebration of four seasons (five if you count mud 

season!), a mix of locals and tourists, mountains 

and valleys, from the simple to the exquisite, there 

is something for everyone. I grew up with the saying 

that "everything is a battle in Bennington" and that 

deeply engaged community spirit speaks to the 

character(s) of my beloved hometown.

Special Thanks:

I have learned from each and every Realtor, attorney, lender, and inspector I have 

worked with... there are too many to name them all! I especially want to thank Kathy 

Hoisington for inspiring me to start my career in real estate, Kathy Sollien for years 

of mentorship, Jeanne Obermeyer who saw the best in me, my mom Jo-Anne 

Prouty for listening endlessly to all my trials and triumphs, and my husband 

Jonathan Hoffman for believing there was no limit to what I could accomplish. To all 

my beloved teachers and colleagues... you have nurtured my spirit, encouraged my 

love of learning, and I am grateful for your presence in my life.



Jennie Rozycki
Library Director, John G. McCullough Free Library
North Bennington, VT

Career Accomplishment:

The John G. McCullough Free Library was named as the first runner- up for the 

American Library Association/ Penguin Random House Innovation Through 

Adversity Award in 2019, recognizing this institution's ability to deliver high quality 

library services, materials and community events on a small budget. Since my 

appointment as Library Director in early 2016, use of the collection has increased 

nearly 50%, and our robust array of free events are well attended. Those we serve 

have responded enthusiastically to changes I've implemented and promoted, 

including the elimination of late fees for items returned past their due date. 

Community Accomplishment:

I am most proud of the way the public's perception of the McCullough Library and 

libraries in general, has improved. Libraries are best understood as the dynamic, 

collaborative, responsive, exciting community resources they are and are always in 

the process of becoming. 

What is SoVermont to you?

SoVermont is my adopted home: A beautiful place full of creative, curious, resilient, 

and perhaps most importantly, kind people. 

Special Thanks:

I'd like to thank my colleagues at both the McCullough Library and the Bennington 

Free Library for their guidance, The McCullough Library's Trustees and Friends for 

their support, all the people the McCullough Library serves for their trust, and my 

husband, Dana, for everything. 



John Kim
Director of Pharmacy, Grace Cottage Hospital 
Brattleboro, VT

Career Accomplishment:

I'm proud of being able to grow and learn with a great team of people at Grace 

Cottage Hospital.

Community Accomplishment:

Being able to serve the patients of our community through pharmacy work. 

What is SoVermont to you?

Huggers. Since moving to Vermont, I'm pretty sure I've received more hugs than 

handshakes than ever before. It took me awhile to get used to this, but I think it 

speaks to the welcoming, caring, and down-to-earth type of people here. My past 

self would never admit this, but I think I might be becoming a hugger too....

Special Thanks:

I'm always grateful to the people around me 

that are willing to share their wisdom with me. 

Thanks to my parents, Dae-Yul and Ok-Jin

(Seri) Kim who gave me a fighting chance at 

this thing called life. Thanks to the leadership 

team at Grace Cottage Hospital, especially 

Stephen Brown, for giving me this current 

opportunity and showing the patience for me to 

grow. Thanks to Steve Kapral for becoming a 

pharmacy mentor to me, whether he realizes it 

or not. Steve McConnel for his friendship and 

life mentorship. Dr. Allan Shirks who meets with 

me regularly to remind me what good 

leadership should look like. Every provider, 

nurse, and GCH employee who will go out of 

their way to take extra care of our patients. Our 

pharmacy team who persists through all the 

stresses and obstacles everyday to provide 

quality pharmacy care. And of course, Kayla 

and Monica who puts up with me all day. And 

to all my friends I have met along the way that 

have made me who I am today. 



John G. Pritchard
Associate Attorney, Costello, Valente, & Gentry, P.C.
Brattleboro, VT

Career Accomplishment:

I am most proud that my career allows me to help individuals in my community 

during some of the most difficult times in their lives. 

Community Accomplishment:

I am most proud of being able to work with other phenomenal young professionals 

and provide a growing community to connect with other Southern Vermont Young 

Professionals. 

What is SoVermont to you?

Southern Vermont is where I feel like I can begin to lay roots after moving around 

multiple different locations. For lack of a better term, it's home. 



Jordan Leonard
Kindergarten Teacher, Vernon Elementary School
Greenfield, MA

Career Accomplishment:

I am most proud of how I have developed strong 

relationships with my students and their families 

in the town of Vernon. My first goal when I start 

a school year is to get to know students and 

families as best I can. I strive to develop trust, 

establish strong lines of communication, learn of 

each child's strengths, value each of their 

unique qualities, and work to meet their 

individual needs. It is so important to me that 

children and families see my classroom as a 

safe, engaging place where they want to be. 

Community Accomplishment:

I am so proud of my school district community for the work we have done during 

school closure due to COVID-19. All my colleagues worked tirelessly to adapt to 

changes and guidelines to best meet the needs of their students. Children's well-

being and connection to their teachers and classmates were upheld as the most 

important priority during closure. The collaboration I was a part of with my 

kindergarten colleagues, and I'm certain was happening across grade levels was 

powerful. I feel so lucky to live and work in Southern Vermont. 

What is SoVermont to you?

Southern Vermont is such a special place. It is where I was born and raised and 

stayed to start my career as a teacher. I honestly can't imagine myself working 

anywhere else. I love being surrounded by nature and beautiful places to learn and 

explore. There is so much to do outside!

Special Thanks:

I would like to say a special thanks to my mom first. She has worked with children 

my whole life and she is the most kind, patient, and compassionate person I know. 

She has the utmost respect and care for all of her students. I would also like to say 

a special thanks to my fellow teachers at Vernon Elementary. They set the bar high. 

They are highly educated, smart, and passionate teachers. They teach me each 

day and inspire me to be a better teacher. I would also like to thank a fellow teacher 

and parent of two of my past students who nominated me. She has been so 

incredibly welcoming and supportive of me since I joined the Vernon community 

and for that I am so grateful! 



Justin Thompson
Head Chef, Wantastiquet Hall and Catering
Hindsdale, NH

Career Accomplishment:

My proudest accomplishment is becoming a Chef. I have bipolar disorder and there 

are many times it has been a struggle. It has cost me some jobs and been very 

difficult to deal with at times. I have been determined to not let it keep me from being 

what I have always wanted to be, a Chef.

Community Accomplishment:

Working with local agencies to support individuals with developmental disabilities to 

grow their employment skills through culinary internships.

What is SoVermont to you?

SoVermont to me is an opportunity. 

An opportunity to help those around 

us. Whether it is through one of the 

many programs geared towards 

helping each other or giving back to 

the community through volunteering. 

There are many opportunities for us 

to better ourselves and to help those 

around us. Opportunities are the 

greatest resource we can give to 

those in our community.

Special Thanks:

I want to thank Tristan Toleno. No 

matter what role he has played over 

my professional life, his wisdom, 

guidance and friendship have always 

been there. Whether showing me how 

to best apply my skills from college, 

manage staff or helping me figure out 

how to balance work life and personal 

life. There is one thing I know; without 

him I would not be the chef or person 

I am today. 



Kim Kunkle
First Grade Teacher, Vernon Elementary School
Vernon, VT

Career Accomplishment:

I'm most proud of being part of two different abroad groups where I traveled with other Vermont 

colleagues to both China and Thailand. While in these places, we visited schools, taught 

English lessons to students and brought back with us a deeper appreciation for culture, 

diversity and equity, which I was then able to share with my students. I then did a month-long 

study with my first graders at Newfane Elementary (now Newbrook) where my students 

painted with their hands tied together to simulate elephants painting with their tusks (I really 

observed them doing this- and it is incredible). My students created masterpieces! I then 

framed these, displayed these at a student and family evening where families got to see their 

student's elephant-like artwork, learn about the culture of China from their children, and taste 

foods that are staples in China. Parents made donations to take their child's elephant-like 

painting home- in doing this, we raised over $300 which we sent to the elephant 

hospital/rehabilitation center that I had visited in China. 

Despite these experiences being years ago, I continue to encourage a respect, curiosity and 

appreciation for other places in our word to my students each year. My hope is that one day all 

my past and present students will explore our amazing world and love ALL people. 

Community Accomplishment:

I am most proud of being selected to be on the hiring committee which hired the most amazing 

principal, Mary Ross. She is an incredible asset to Vernon Elementary School as well as the 

town of Vernon. She has created so many positive changes within our school and because of 

that student's have benefitted greatly. She greets challenges with patience, optimism, and with 

student's and staff's well being in mind. She is an amazing leader, mentor and colleague. 

What is SoVermont to you?

SoVermont is a beautiful place, with amazingly 

talented people. We are a community that supports 

one another and is deeply committed to bettering 

our communities with our diverse experiences and 

talents. 

Special Thanks:

Thank you to all of the amazing teachers I have 

worked with in the past and continue to work with 

now. I am inspired every day to be a better teacher 

and leader; I have learned so much from each and 

every one of you! A special thanks to my husband 

Stephen for always being there to listen, support 

and encourage me while taking care of our kids 

during my nights and weekends in the classroom. 

Also, my children, Bowen and Molly who patiently 

share me with many other children each day and 

often help me set up the classroom before and 

after school. 



Lauren A. Wilcox 
Advocate , Project Against Violent Encounters 
Manchester, VT

Career Accomplishment:

I am proud to work within an agency that cares deeply for the health and safety of 

the Bennington community 

Community Accomplishment:

Facilitating financial literacy workshops for 97 survivors of domestic violence 

What is SoVermont to you?

My home



Lauren Stuart Mabie
Law student, Vermont Law School and 
Founder of Annual 22 Mile March 
Brattleboro, VT

Career Accomplishment:

Pursuing a law degree with hopes to provide legal advocacy for domestic and 

sexual violence survivors in the future. Addressing sexual and domestic violence is 

my passion and I look forward to trying to address issues with lack of access for 

rural Vermonters seeking adequate legal and medical services after an assault. 

Community Accomplishment:

Starting the Annual 22 Mile March in Brattleboro to raise awareness of high rates of 

veteran suicide. This event is incredibly important to me. I believe every veteran 

struggling with mental health issues should be supported and we need to do a better 

job as a society in this area. 

What is SoVermont to you?

SoVermont is: beautiful rolling green hills, farmland 

that has been passed down for generations, 

jumping in the river all summer, sitting by the fire 

with the ones you love on a cold winter night, fresh 

winter mornings admiring snow covered trees, long 

walks on back roads, listening to the birds sing, 

flowers, healthy food, great people and natural 

beauty all around. 

Special Thanks:

My family is incredibly important to me and have 

supported and mentored me my entire life. So thank 

you to my dad, John Mabie, my mom, Valerie 

Stuart, and my brother, Ian Mabie. 



Matthew Schibley
Children Youth & Families Springfield Area Manager, HCRS
Brattleboro, VT

Career Accomplishment:

Recently I completed a professional certificate in "Learning Differences and 

Neurodiversity with a Specialization in Executive Functioning" from Landmark 

College in 2019. I am proud of my commitment to ensuring the care, welfare, safety 

and security of those that I serve as well as teaching others those same crisis de-

escalation skills as I have been a Crisis Prevention Institute Non-Violent Crisis 

Intervention Trainer for over 5 years. Lastly, I am most proud of achieving my 

independent license as a Clinical Mental Health Counselor in the State of Vermont in 

2011.

Community Accomplishment:

Further developing and strengthening the relationships between local school 

districts, Dept of Children and Families, HCRS and other human service agencies in 

both Windham County and Springfield Areas. 

What is SoVermont to you?

Southern Vermont is the place we have chosen to raise our family. From maple 

creemees to the beautiful autumn foliage to 6 ft of unexpected snow I feel so lucky 

to call Southern Vermont my home. 

Special Thanks:

I would like to specifically recognize my family, my amazing wife Jill, my two boys 

Jack (8) and Gavin (4). I am thankful for all the support I receive from my 

supervisor Jen Smith and our CEO George Karabakakis, as well as my inspiring 

colleagues, Lori Shriner, Heather Wilcoxon, Libbi Keith and Becky Gilbert!



Melissa Walker 
Physical Therapist, Grace Cottage Hospital
Stratton, VT

Career Accomplishment:

I'm proud of being one of a few PT's in the area that specializes in 

Positional Vertigo.

What is SoVermont to you?
Southern Vermont is home. It is were I grew up. It is were my husband and I chose to raise 
our family. I love all four of the seasons and the transitions from one season to the next.

Special Thanks:

I'd like to thank all my co-workers . I work in a supportive environment were we 

bounce ideas and problems off of each other. I have learned so much from 

them. Thank you to Crystal Mansfield for her guidance and support. I would also 

like to thank Alice Kenney, PT who has helped me grow as a Physical Therapist. 

Finally I'd like to thank my Family for their love and support.



Rebecca Tustin Lapointe
Nurse Manager and Director of Emergency Preparedness, Grace Cottage 
Family Health and Hospital 
Townshend, VT

Career Accomplishment:

The opportunity to lead an incredible group of healthcare professionals both in the 

hospital and the Emergency Department. 

Community Accomplishment:

Being a Southern Vermont Native, I feel that I can help promote Grace Cottage's 

commitment to ensuring a healthy and independent community in this role. The 

health and wellness of our community is important to me and I feel like I can make a 

difference here. 

What is SoVermont to you?

Home

Special Thanks:

I've worked with many incredible leaders and without their willingness to share 

their knowledge I wouldn't be successful. Lisa Eaton our CNO and the entire 

leadership team at Grace Cottage have helped me to develop into my role here, 

to feel welcome and supported. The team of nurses I have the opportunity to lead 

makes the challenge fun and rewarding - they are gifted and compassionate 

caregivers. It's easy to feel successful in this environment. A perfect environment 

to grow as a leader. 



Sarah Perrin
Owner, Green Mountain Concessions and Bennington Select Board
Bennington, VT

Career Accomplishment:

I co-founded a small catering/concessions business which, over the course of three 

years, grew into a successful, full-time operation. Drawing on my experience with 

that business, I co-founded the Bennington Food Truck Festival, which has quickly 

become one of the largest annual events in area.

Community Accomplishment:

I recently was elected to the Bennington Select Board, making me the youngest 

current member and the 5th woman to be elected to the board.

What is SoVermont to you?

Home.

Special Thanks:

Thanks to my husband, who is my business partner as well as my life partner; 

Betsy Greenawalt, my partner in the Bennington Food Truck Festival; special 

thanks to Arlene and Randy Perrin, for their guidance and unwavering support.



Thank you to the Nominators!
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Sarah Lang, YP Coordinator
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Alex Figueroa, SYP Chair
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